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FRENCH  WEST  INDIES. 
MARTINIQUE. 


By  Consul  Thomas  R.  Wal-lace,  Port  de  France. 


The  forei^-n  trade  of  Martinique  for  the  j'ear  1917  exceeded  in 
value  any  other  period  in  its  history,  totaling  the  sum  of  $26,626,583. 
The  imports  are  valued  at  $10,917,872  and  the  exports  at  $15,708,711, 
an  increase  of  more  than  100  per  cent  over  the  average  for  the  five 
3'ears  preceding  1917. 

The  products  exported  from  Martinique  are  practically  all  taken 
by  France;  the  United  States  is  the  next  best  customer,  its  share  of 
the  export  trade  for  1917  being  valued  at  $14,127.  American  goods 
returned,  included  with  the  reexports,  were  valued  at  $10,7o4  and 
consisted  largely  of  implements  and  machinery  returned  for  repairs 
and  empty  casks  and  cylinders  returned  for  refilling.  The  goods  re- 
turned to  Porto  Rico,  principally  empty  barrels,  were  valued  at  $1,170. 
Reexports  from  Martinique  for  1917  were  valued  at  $1,989,673,  and 
were  distributed  among  the  adjacent  islands  and  South  and  Central 
America;  a  large  portion  of  the  reexports  was  taken  by  merchants 
and  naval  vessels  at  this  port. 

Exports  for  the  year  1917  show  an  increase  in  value  of  more  than 
33  per  cent  over  1916,  notwithstanding  the  great  decrease  in  both 
quantity  and  value  of  the  sugar  exports,  heretofore  the  principal 
product  entering  into  Martinique's  foreign  trade.  The  increase  over 
the  average  value  of  exports  for  the  preceding  five  years  is  more  than 
110  per  cent. 

Decrease  in  Export  of  Sugar,  Coffee,  Cacao,  and  Vanilla. 

The  total  quantity  of  sugar  produced  in  Martinique  for  export 
was  20,881  metric  tons  in  tlie  year  1917  and  ?A,Ui  tons  in  1916.  The 
value  of  sugar  exports  for  1917  Avas  $3,802,024,  compared  with 
$5,143,103  for  1916. 

The  demand  for  Martinique  coffee  for  export  has  been  declining 
for  the  past  three  years,  and  although  the  export  for  1917  exceeded 
that  for  1916,  it  was  still  less  than  the  average  for  the  preceding  five 
years  by  more  than  76  per  cent.  The  cofi'ee  exported  during  1917  was 
valued  at  $5,482,  but  this  product  has  small  significance  in  the  cco- 
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nomic  life  of  the  island  when  it  is  considered  that  more  than  173 
metric  tons  are  imported,  and  the  average  quantity-  exported  does  not 
exceed  10  metric  tons.  The  high  prices  received  in  France  for  the 
Martinique  product  induces  what  export  there  is. 

Cacao  crops  Avere  good  during  the  past  year,  hut  difficulties  in  pro- 
curing transportation  caused  a  decrease  in  the  export.  Cacao  pro- 
duced for  export  for  the  preceding  five  years  averaged  401  metric 
tons,  hut  the  annual  production  has  heen  gradually  diminishing  until 
the  export  for  1917  totaled  only  -29(5  tows,  valued  at  $205,595. 

Exports  of  vanilla  are  gradually  decreasing,  altliough  the  ship- 
ments for  1917  exceeded  those  of  1916.  The  value  of  the  exports  foi- 
1917  reached  $7,875,  compared  Avith  $3,G10  in  191G,  the  difference 
being  largely  accounted  for  by  the  failure  to  secure  transportation  for 
the  1916  crop,  which  conse<|uently  became  merged  with  the  1917 
exports. 

Rum  the  Chief  Export. 

The  quantity  of  rum  exported  for  1917  was  6,980.610  gallons  and 
for  1916,  6,175,933  gallons.  The  increase  was  due  largely  to  imports 
of  molasses  and  cheap  sugar  from  other  West  India  islands,  although 
a  number  of  the  sugar  centrals  in  Martinique  turned  considerable 
quantities  of  cane  juice  into  rum,  induced  to  do  so  by  the  high  prices 
offered  for  the  latter,  and  by  the  difficulty  in  securing  labor.  The 
high  prices  increased  the  export  value  of  this  product  more  than  73 
per  cent  over  that  of  1916.  brought  a  larger  return  than  was  ever 
before  received  from  a  single  export,  and  was  resT)onsible  for  raising 
the  value  of  the  exports  for  1917  to  the  highest  figure  in  the  history 
of  the  island.  The  increase  in  quantity  over  the  average  production 
for  the  preceding  five  years  was  more  than  53  per  cent. 

The  production  of  ambrette  is  gradually  increasing  and  is  assum- 
ing importance  in  the  Martinique  markets.  Improved  facilities  at 
the  factory  for  preserving  and  canning  pineapples  largely  increased 
the  production  for  1917.  Hides  and  skins  were  among  the  leading- 
articles  of  export,  both  showing  an  increase  over  1916.  France  takes 
practically  all  of  the  hides,  while  about  one-third  of  the  sheep  and 
goat  skins  go  to  America.  The  value  of  the  exports  of  sheep  and 
goat  skins  for  1917  was  $2,572,  of  which  the  United  States  took 
$1,815  worth. 

The  articles  mentioned  above  are  the  principal  products  entering 
into  the  export  trade  of  Martinique.  A  large  number  of  other  ar- 
ticles are  exported  but  in  small  and  variable  quantities. 

Reexport  of  Products  Becoming  Important. 

In  the  past  three  years  the  trade  between  the  different  islands  has 
largely  increased  and  is  assuming  a  high  degree  of  importance  as 
compared  with  the  total  export  trade.  The  reexport  of  products 
from  one  to  the  other  of  the  islands  largely  constitutes  the  inter- 
island  trade.  All  kinds  of  provisions,  foodstuff's,  oils,  wines,  liquors, 
coal,  chemical  products,  colors,  medicinal  compounds,  cloth,  manu- 
factures of  metals,  and  returned  goods  enter  into  this  trade,  the 
value  of  which  was  $1,988,693  in  1917,  and  $843,812  in  1916. 

The  quantity  and  value  of  the  principal  articles  entering  into  the 
export  trade  of  Martinique  during  1916  and  1917  were  as  follows: 
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Articles. 


Cacao 

]-iine  juice 

Coflee 

Hides 

Pineapples 

]*otteiy 

Rum.." 

Semolina 

Sugar 

Skins 

Vanilla 

All  other  articles . 


Total . 
Reexports. . 


Grand  total. 


191G 


Metric 
tons. 


385.94 

1.76 

3. 50 

110.40 

69. 25 

44.  62 

175,933 

7.84 

,443.50 

3.75 

.80 


Value. 


$189, 

1, 
28, 
13, 

3, 
5, 522, 

1, 
5, 143, 

1, 

3, 
IS, 


Metric 
tons. 


0  6,! 


379.2 

10.1 

5.5 

176.8 

160. 2 

10.9 

89,610 

9.3 

,  880.  8 

4.5 

1.2 


Value. 


$205, 595 

1,438 

3,122 

41,827 

42, 991 

1,786 

9, 592, 223 

3  287 

3,802^630 

2,572 

7, 875 

14, 682 


10,927,225 

843,812 


13,720,038 
1,988,673 


11,771,037 


15,708,711 


a  Gallons. 

Value  of  Imports  from  Individual  Countries. 

The  following  statistics  taken  from  the  cnstoms  records  of  Mar- 
tinique give  the  value  of  the  imports  supplied  by  the  various  coun- 
tries during  the  years  1916  and  1917 : 


Countries  of  origin. 


Argentina 

Brazil 

British  Empire: 

Great  Britain 

India... 

Colonies 

Chile 

Dominican  Republic. 

Dutch  Guiana 

Ecuador 

France 

French  colonies . . 

Haiti 

Italy 

Netherlands 


399, 
36, 
700, 
139, 


,  558 
,100 

446 

80S 
858 
188 


20, 

4, 

1,847, 

162, 

4, 


$10, 
11, 

597, 

16, 

1,460, 

321, 

38, 

21, 

6, 

2.0.56, 

20S 

1, 

1, 

2, 


Countries  of  ori-^in. 


Panama 

Peru 

Porto  Rico. . . 

St.  Croix 

St.  Martin 

Spain , 

Sweden , 

Switzerland. . . 
St.  Thomas, . . 
United  States. 

Venezuela 

Another 


Total. 


$t,354 


79, 193 


21,140 
1,628 
1,607 

11,817 

18,940 
,  966, 884 

97, 566 
2,517 


S6,174 
1, 1.58 

39,399 
6,677 

12, 403 
1,301 


6, 3.55 
6,940 

5,652,727 
411,728 
18,  .'02 


10,917,872 


The  total  imports  for  Martinique  for  1917,  valued  at  $10,917,872, 
were  about  31  per  cent  greater  in  value  than  for  1910  and  the  largest 
in  the  history  of  the  island.  The  United  States  now  furnishes,  with 
very  few  exceptions,  a  part  of  all  the  articles  entering  into  the  import 
trade  of  the  island.  It  j^rovides  most  of  the  foodstuffs,  salted  and 
preserved  meats,  provisions,  feedstuffs,  coal,  petroleum  products,  oils 
(both  vegetable  and  mineral),  woods,  tobacco,  cement,  certain  chem- 
ical products,  automobiles  and  other  vehicles,  metals,  articles  of 
india  rubber,  a  large  portion  of  the  machines  and  machinery,  and 
one-quarter  of  the  salted  codfish — in  all,  nearly  52  per  cent  of  the 
total  purchases  from  foreign  countries. 

Imports  from  the  British  colonies  were  largely  augmented  in  value 
in  1916-17  by  the  high  prices  paid  by  Martinique  distillers  for  mo- 
lasses and  cheap  sugar  for  distilling  rum,  a  large  part  of  which  was 
furnished  by  the  British  colonics.  Chemical  and  other  fertilizers  are 
also  shippecl  from  Great  Britain  and  its  colonies.  Considerable  trade 
is  being  developed  between  the  islands  by  means  of  small  sailing  ves- 
sels carrying  cargoes  of  20  to  80  tons. 
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Trade  with  France  has  oracliially  deolined  since  the  Avar,  partly 
because  of  the  difficulty  in  procurino'  and  transporting-  articles  of 
necessity  formerly  })nrchased  there  and  partly  because  many  of  those 
articles  are  now  boiis:;ht  in  the  United  States. 

France  still  leads  in  supplying  clothing  and  textile  fabrics,  manu- 
factured articles,  chemical  products,  yarns,  cordage  and  twines,  and 
beverages.  It  furnishes  in  smaller  quantities  many  other  articles  that 
enter  into  the  domestic  life  of  the  people.  Its  proportion  of  the  im- 
ports is  about  20  per  cent  of  the  total. 

Imports  from  South  America  were  largely  fertilizers,  live  animals 
for  butchers'  stock,  grains,  flour,  and  leather  goods. 

The  chief  products  imported  from  other  West  India  islands  were 
molasses,  cheap  sugars,  salt,  live  animals,  and  articles  of  reexport 
entering  into  .the  domestic  trade. 

Value  of  Imports  for  1917. 

Below  are  gi^en  the  quantity  and  value  of  the  principal  articles 
imported  from  all  countries  into  Martinique  during  1917,  also  the 
amounts  received  from  the  United  States : 


Articles. 

From  United  States. 

From  all  countries. 

Metric  tons. 

Value. 

Metric  tons. 

Value. 

Alimontary  fats: 

Tallow              

8.0 

23.7 

"286.0 

«2, 948 
7,124 

229,584 

4,314 
9, 571 
19,405 

951 

7,938 

7^,  808 

2,083 

1,052,858 

17.7 

.34.4 

<J  280. 0 

?7,124 
1.5, 099 

229, 584 

Lard 

Bags,  jute: 

44,303 

Usod               

25  013 

Be»r 

b  30, 406. 0 

1.6 

18.3 

4IK.7 

30. 6 

7. 405.  ) 

b  .52, 450. 0 

7.8 

81.3 

060. 4 

30.7 

7,  .5!  7. 3 

172.7 

1,989.9 

33. 8 

27.2 

2. 72s!  8 

1.5. 9 
2.3 
2.9 

13.0 

78, 70^:.  1 
173.0 
29.3 
89.0 

11.0 

108. 2 

1.7.-)0.0 

727. 4 

500  8 

1,315.8 

32, 414 

Breadstuffs: 

4,740 

12,668 

Corn 

48, 439 

2,65)0 
1,059,014 

Flonr 

Oats 

11,925 

Riop.. 

585. 8 

20.  J 

15.7 

2,048.0 

13. 4 
.6 

1.9 
13.0 
74,308.3 
00. 7 
22.0 
28.3 

2. 5 

89.9 
99.  4 

12:1.  4 

1.37. 9 

208.8 

59,693 
4,. 558 
9, 439 

18,015 

3,538 
73 

547 
1.151 
731,500 
1.5,984 
21,882 
19.897 

1!84 

14,495 
14,002 
18,043 
19,278 
07, 830 
403 

183,. 520 
5,  .569 

Butter 

18.318 

Comen  ^              

50,977 

Chemicals: 

3, 791 

431 

837 

Carbide  ol  calcium 

1,152 

h21,012 

Coffoo                      

58.  ,544 

Copper       

29,466 

47,893 

Cotton,  and  manulacturts: 

3,00i» 

Fabrics- 

24,890 

Bleached 

119,841 

I)  vod 

92,:i42 

From  d  ycd  yarn 

91,780 

Printed . .      .           

188,280 

73,795 

FfiLiliicrs: 

1,057.8 

1,010.5 

867. 2 

5,416.3 

2,487.5 

1.38.3 

8.7 

0.7 

58, 113 

Sodium  nitrate  . .                 

828. 0 

503.0 

.5,410.3 

5,54.7 

135.5 

.5 

3.1 

91,808 
71,013 
191.. 537 

129,09fi 

.30, 413 

313 

1,702 

ir,.i9l 

413,180 

100, 893 

Superphosphate..             

191,537 

Fish: 

Codfish 

560,461 

31,071 

Sardines...                            

6,085 

Fruits ,  camicd  and  preser  vcd 

4,320 

Glass  and  crystal 

37,205 
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Arliclo;;. 

From  United  States. 

From  nil  countries. 

Metric  tons. 

Value. 

Metric  ton.^. 

Value. 

Iron  and  steel  maniifactm-es: 

Iron  bai's 

171.0 
S38.  S 
630. 2 
45. 1 
30.3 
159.7 
15.8 
05. 1 
129.5 

19, 7Ki 
70,306 
105, 704 
5,908 
4,907 
11,439 
5,071 
12, 021 
15,  .588 
119 

3S0 

202.9 
905  9 
728. 2 
45.3 
38  0 
159. 7 
20.0 
71.7 

25, 373 

Hoops 

90,050 
110,811 

Sheets,  iron 

Wire,  iron  and  steel 

0,0^4 
5,520 

Steel  bars 

Rails,  iron  and  steel 

11,439 

Straight  axles 

S,217 
15,314 

Nails 

Tacks 

21,477 

.Icwelry 

155.8 

50.2 
1.6 

20. 9 

221.9 
.59.2 

43,218 

Hides  and  s-ins: 

Tanned  or  tawed 

.5 

94, 610 

Curried 

5, 147 

^(eats: 

Preserved 

19.6 

220.3 
58. 4 

15, 805 

75, 609 
19,000 
5, 214 

21,594 

Salted- 
Pork- 

78, 236 

Beef,  etc 

19, 895 

Matches 

17,762 

Molasses 

9,.58:!.0 

'i33.0 
"30.0 

939. 8 
57.7 

573.0 

1,381.9 

1,251.2 

213.0 

210.5 

13.0 

501 , 393 

Mnsical  instruments: 

Pianos 

013.0 
'J25.0 

921.6 
47.9 

473.2 
1,372.0 
192.0 
164.0 
.S2.0 
4.9 

5, 350 
402 

317,947 
14,751 

30,937 

00,938 

24,175 

0S,:J67 

21,652 

445 

11,738 

3,6-0 

517 

7,161 

15, 194 

110,049 

1 .  004 
975 

22,512 
37:5 

:i5,905 
3, 638 
13, 784 

19,071 

104,044 
142.507 
4:510 
374,2:32 
IM),  790 
711,811 

1 1 , 619 

Phonographs 

.559 

Oils: 

Cottonseed 

326, 353 

Linseed 

18,822 

Mineral- 

44, 440 

Crude  

07. 522 

Heavv  oils  and  residue  of  petroleum 

101,378 

( >leomai'garine 

104, SOS 

Paper 

ry2, 2fS 

Paper  cardboard  for  boxes 

1.4.32 

Paint 

42,534 

Pottery 

38, 156 

Salt 

12.0 

al,  009.0 

3. 3 

793.  7 

9.2 
15.6 

95.3 

133.  4 
27.5 
123.  4 

1,')15.4 

«1, 079.0 

25.9 

1,011.2 

32. 9 
15.6 

90.0 
1.7 

221.  2 
202. 9 
J  00. 1 

9, 9.55 

Se    ing  machines 

7, 276 

Shoes 

52, 436 
149,930 

2, 057 

Soap 

Sulphur: 

Not  purified 

Purified 

979 

Tobacco  and  manufactures: 

Tobacco,  leat 

28, 885 

Ciijais 

2  964 

N'egefables: 

lie;ins 

.55,518 

f  nions 

31,463 

Potatoes 

30, 353 

Woods  and  manriactures: 

tin  niliu'e 

32. 192 

Lumber- 
Boards  over  :55  millimeters 

3,.v71.7 
5,734.7 
130. 3 
3,161.9 
5, 296. 3 

4,078.6 
5,827.1 
1,300.0 
3,181.1 
5, 290. 3 

96, 064 

135,115 

Rail    ay  ties 

29, 663 

Shooks,  barrel 

376,411 

180, 796 

All  other  articles 

3,047,499 

Total 

5, 0.52, 702 

10,917,872 

a  Number. 


i>  Gallons. 


Principal  Agricultural  Products  of  Martinique — Factories — Shipping. 

Tlie  principal  products  of  the  Martinique  plantations  are  sugar 
cane  and  cacao.  Sugar  cane  leads  in  importance,  although  the  crop 
has  been  .steadily  decreasing  since  1914  on  account  of  the  lack  of  ]>ot- 
asli  for  fertilizer  and  the  inroads  of  a  cane  pest  that  has  caused  great 
damage  to  some  of  the  plantations.  The  production  for  1017  is  esti- 
mated at  40  jier  cent  less  than  the  average  crops  for  the  jireceding 
five  years.  The  Government  requisitioned  the  greater  })art  of  the 
rum  product,  fixing  the  price  and  placing  certain  restrictions  on  the 
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transportation  of  rnm  that  will  tend  to  curtail  its  production  and 
will,  no  doubt,  increase  the  production  of  su<>ar  in  Martinique. 

There  are  15  sugar  factories,  8  factories  for  making  lemonade,  1 
for  canning  pineapple,  1  for  making  cocoa  powder  and  butter  and  1 
for  chocolate,  1  for  alimentary  paste,  2  ice  factories,  1  cooperage 
establishment,  1  ])ottery  factory,  11  for  gaseous  water,  4  printing 
l^resses,  100  rum  distilleries,  and  2  small  foundries  in  operation  in 
Martinique. 

During  the  past  year  701  vessels,  with  a  registered  tonnage  of 
405,625,  entered  Martinique  ports;  the  tonnage  discharged  was 
130,159.  Of  these  vessels  18G  were  French,  Avith  a  registered  tonnage 
of  22(),708;  392  British,  tonnage,  8G,852;  G4  American,  tonnage, 
38,970 ;  39  Venezuelan,  tonnage.  2,403 ;  34  Norwegian,  tonnage,  37,752 ; 

7  Dominican,  tonnage,  794;  5  Russian,  tonnage,  1,400;  4  Danish,  ton- 
nage, 2,391 ;  1  Spanish,  tonnage,  1,590 ;  and  1  Italian,  tonnage,  349. 

The  total  tonnage  for  vessels  entering  and  departing  from  INIar- 
tinique  during  1917  was  810,302,  compared  with  948,104  in  the  pre- 
ceding year. 
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